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The 25th Anniversary Garden Tour will be Saturday, 

July 10, from 9:00-5:00, rain or shine. Plan now to visit 

these five lovely gardens, all within the town of Blacks-

burg:  

¶ Janet and Gary Bussñ901 Draper Rd. SW 

 

¶ Linda and Jack Davisñ604 Preston Ave. 

 

¶ Jana and Stephen Doyleñ500 Skyview Dr. 

 

¶ Phyllis and Doug Garnett-Deakinñ404 Dunton Dr. 

 

¶ Mary Ann Hansen and Andy Robertsñ307 Eakin St. 

SW 

 [continued on page 2] 

The Garden Tour Is Back!  
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Calendar 

[continued from page 1] Nearby points of interest to visit at 
no charge are the Hahn Horticulture Garden, the Alex-
ander Black House, and BRAA Art Space @ the Artful 
Lawyer. 

Tickets will be available for $15 on June 1 at MFRL li-
brariesñBlacksburg, Christiansburg, Jessie Peterman, 
and Meadowbrookñas well as at Radford and Salem 
libraries. Tickets may also be purchased at any garden 
the day of the tour. This year, you can also buy tickets 
online starting June 1 from our website:  
www.newrivervalleygardentour.org. (The day of the 
tour, bring your emailed receipt to any garden to ex-
change for a printed ticket and map.)  

For a preview, check out photos of this yearõs gardens 
on the same website. 

Frieda Bostian (Garden Tour Committee) 
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Outdoor Book 

Sale | Blacksburg 

10amñweather 

permitting 

нƴŘ ϧ пǘƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
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Ramblinõ Readers 

walk & read club, 

every 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday | Jessie 

Peterman, 11am
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Community Con-

versations | Jessie 

Peterman/2nd 

Saturday, 1pm 
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Outdoor Book 

Sale | Floyd 

10amñweather 

permitting 

9ŀŎƘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ϧ 
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Floyd Moves It! | 

Jessie Peterman / 

each Monday & 

Thursday 11am 

If you havenõt renewed your Individual or Family Membership with the Friends group, please do so here: 

http://www.mfrlfriends.org/wp/become-a-friend-renew/ 

http://www.newrivervalleygardentour.org
http://www.mfrlfriends.org/wp/become-a-friend-renew/
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General News Contõd 

FROM THE DIRECTORõS DESK | MFRL Mobile 
Unit: Connecting with People, Where the People Are 

Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library has a new mobile 
unit! This 2021 Mercedes Benz Sprinter Van continues 
the legacy of MFRLõs previous bookmobiles and travel-
ing libraries, and will provide a platform for us to bring 
our library services out to where the communityõs needs 
are.  Many times we donõt think of it as we drive around 
the NRV, but transportation is a barrier to many of our 
neighbors when they try and access public services.  
Though the library works hard at our four locations, and 
makes many outreach visits to senior residences and day 
care settings, the new mobile unit will open up new op-
portunities to reach out. 

When the federal CARES Act passed in 2020 to provide 
pandemic relief, MFRL leadership requested funding 
through Montgomery County government to purchase 
this mobile unit.  With Montgomery County on board, 
we identified a vendor, Mathews Specialty Vehicles of 
Greensboro, who could meet the CARES Act deadlines 
and conditions in August. The finances and require-
ments were daunting, and there was a week at the end of 
2020 when it appeared that the funding was going to 
evaporate if the van wasnõt delivered by December 30.  
Fortunately, Congress and the White House extended 
the deadline just in time. This gave time for Mathews to 
complete our beautiful, state-of-the-art vehicle, even 
with many challenges on their end in the supply chain 
due to COVID. 

Chris Elledge, the Libraryõs IT Head, and the IT staff 

are currently outfitting the mobile unit with the compu-
ting and networking technology we will need as we trav-
erse Montgomery and Floyd Counties. We are ordering 
books and other material specifically to serve our new 
customers out on the road, and developing schedules 
and routing and publicity.  

As we plan what locations to serve, we are focusing on 
five target areas: (1) geographically-remote areas; (2) 
communities/areas that may be underserved due to low 
income; (3) senior communities; (4) congregate settings 
for youth such as day care, after-school programs, and 
schools; and (5) events such as fairs, festivals and pa-
rades. For summer season 2021, weõll focus mostly on 
targets 1, 2, and 5, and look forward to serving the folks 
at targets 3 and 4 on regular schedules in the fall, when, 
we hope, COVID-19 restrictions will be mostly a 
memory.       

At each stop we will share books and other material, 
provide Wi-Fi access, and engage with the folks who 
attend to see what other services and resources we can 
provide. Already we have a list of partners that range 
from parks to post offices to apartment complexes to 
trailer parks, with more to come. We are hoping to be 
ready to be on the road in mid-June, and to have an offi-
cial ribbon cutting at Christiansburg Library shortly 
thereafter. 

All the staff are very excited about the mobile unit and 
the many ways it will help us reach out in the communi-
ty. Look for more information in the weeks to come! 

 [continued on page 4] 

New MRFL Mobile Unit Before-Times... 
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General News Contõd 

FROM THE DIRECTORõS DESK CONTõD | 
SPOTLIGHT: MFRL Mobile Unit and Sock Monkey by 
Cece Bell 

The MFRL Mobile Unit features Sock Monkey! Sock 
Monkey is a character from a series of childrenõs books 
by Montgomery County author and artist Cece Bell. 
Sock Monkey is a friendly, happy character who has 
been featured on MFRLõs childrenõs library card. Ms. 
Bell won the Newberry Medal Honor and the Eisner 
Award for her book El Deafo. We are grateful to Cece 
Bell and Candlewick Press for permission to use the 
Sock Monkey art on our mobile unit. 

SPOTLIGHT: Summer Reading and Summer Feeding 
on the Road 

In partnership with Feeding Southwest Virginia, many 

of the stops our mobile unit will make this summer will 
have something besides welcoming staff, and great 
books. We will also be bringing summer meals and 
healthy snacks to children and teens on the van. Without 
access to school breakfast and lunch programs, children 
and teens in our community may miss out on nutrition 
they need. With their experience running the Summer 
Backpack program at Meadowbrook Library for the past 
few years, Meadowbrook Branch Manager, Cindy Min-
nick, and her team are leading the effort to expand on 
our successful summer feeding programs to our new 
mobile unit stops. The food will attract readers; or will 
the books attract eaters? Time will tell but this seems 
like a definition of a win/win! 

Karim Khan (Library Director) 

ADULT SUMMER READING PROGRAM | June 
1ñJuly7. The Adult Summer Reading Program Tails & 
Tales will begin on June 1. Come into the library, sign 
up and receive a reading log and book mark to get start-
ed.  There will be weekly prizes as well as a grand prize 
for each library.  

The Adult Summer Reading Program is 
sponsored by our Friends of the Library. 
Come join us and Happy Reading! 

Linda Spivey  (Library Outreach & PR Co-
ordinator) 


