
Summer 2016 Edition 

From Friends of the Montgomery - Floyd Regional Library 
  Library News 

Advance tickets, maps, and brochures available June 1st 
at public libraries in Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Floyd, 
Radford, Salem, and Shawsville.  

Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 on the day of the tour—
available that day at any of the gardens. 
 

For more information, see inside, go to 

www.newrivervalleygardentour.org, or check us out 
on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 

 

Sponsored by Friends of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

THE 21st ANNUAL  

NEW RIVER VALLEY GARDEN TOUR 
 

Visit Seven Lovely Gardens in Blacksburg 
Saturday, July 9th 9am - 5pm, rain or shine 

We hope to 
keep families 
reading all 
throughout the 
summer.  Many 
professional  
programs are 
planned for all 
ages including some special, professional performers 
that Friends of the Library funding makes possible!  

Performers include the following: 

Dakota and Friends-a dinosaur show 
Hampstead Theater presents The Wizard of Oz 
Magician Professor Whizzpop   
Farmer Minor and Daisy Pig 
 

We are doing things a little differently this 
year.  When children sign up, they will receive a brag  

tag (they choose from three designs) and pick be-
tween a necklace or keychain.  Children will decorate 
their chain with beads.  Beads are earned by reading 
and different beads are worth different 
amounts.  Children that read 20 hours will receive a 
book, pass to the frog pond and ticket to a Salem-
Sox game.   

Teens will receive a Bingo card when they sign 
up.  Teens that complete Bingo will be entered for a 
grand prize drawing of an Amazon Fire tablet!  All 
teens that turn in a completed Bingo sheet and 
three book reviews will receive a fine forgiveness 
voucher.    

The Summer Reading Program would not be possi-
ble without the generous donations of Friends, and 
especially Brown Insurance, Rainbow Riders, and The 
Adventure Club. 

CHILDREN’S SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

The Summer Reading Program begins May 31st and continues through July 23rd! 

http://www.newrivervalley
http://gardentour.org


Let the reading begin!  It’s time for some summer 
fun as we get ready for the Summer Reading Pro-
gram.  We have something for everyone with great 
programs and lots of wonderful things to read. Sign 
up at your branch library, join in the fun, and spend 
the summer with your new best friend…..a book.   
 

A HUGE thank you to the Friends of the Library and 
our other sponsors for your support in funding the 
Summer Reading Program. We appreciate every-
thing you do for us and we couldn’t do it without 
you. 
 

Help us spread the word that we are now a passport 
application acceptance agency.  Applications are 
taken by appointment only at the Christiansburg, 

Blacksburg and Jessie Peterman Libraries.            
Call 382-6969 ex 210 for your appointment.   
 

We will be upgrading our online catalog this      
summer so stay tuned for a new look and better 
functionality. 
 

Please remember that the libraries are closed on 
Sundays through the summer.  Sunday hours      
resume on September 11. 
 

Check out our website at www.mfrl.org or follow the 
libraries on Facebook.  But, whatever you do, keep 
on reading! 

Paula Alston, Director, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

Ellen Hall, President, Friends of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

From the Director’s desk - 

You are amazing! Besides the $6,000 you have con-
tributed in membership dues for 2016, you have also 
contributed an additional $3,000 in donations.   
 

Be assured that your generous support will be used 
most thoughtfully for program enhancements.   
 

I look forward to our autumn newsletter when I will 
share specifically how your support has been used 
this year. 

At our Annual Meeting in April we enjoyed a 
presentation by Sherry Wyatt, Curator, Montgomery 
Museum and Lewis Miller Regional Art Center.  The 
tips on caring for family treasures were invaluable.  
Many thanks as well to the Hospitality Committee 
for a beautifully set table and delightful assortment 
of goodies. 

From the President’s Desk -  

Well, it seems we’ve gone from wishing for spring to wishing for dry.  Rain, rain, go away!  We’ve had a 

busy few months at Jessie Peterman and wanted to share it with you all.  The Floyd Rotary Club was kind 

enough to gift us with a new train set for the children.  We’re in the process of assembling now so by the 

time you read this it will surely be a hit with all the children who so loved the old one.  In addition, the 

Floyd Historical Society shared nearly 250 photos from their archives with us and we now have a running 

loop of them on a big screen TV above the new books.  They have been wildly popular as folks see long-

gone relatives and places around the county. 
 

Our Friends have once again been very supportive with the recent membership drive.  We are so grateful 

to you for all the support you provide to us.  We are still looking for people willing to serve as officers 

(President, Secretary and Treasurer).  There is not much work involved so if you might be interested, 

please contact either Kit Haggard at kfhaggard@yahoo.com or Cathy Whitten at cwhitten@mfrl.org or 

745-2947.  We’d love to talk about what the positions entail so you have a good idea.  Our next meeting 

will be Thursday, October 13
th
 at 3:30 but don’t feel like you have to wait until then.  We can use you now! 

A Special Message for FLOYD FRIENDS 



 

Meadowbrook News 

10th Annual Celebrate  

Be Kind to Animals  
Come and meet our special guests  

at the Meadowbrook Public Library-Courtyard 

Saturday, June 18, 2:00 p.m. 

Meadowbrook Public Library 

 

Meet Mike Hobner and his miniature donkey Donald                          
as well as Carrie and her miniature horse.   

Sponsored by Animal Hope Alliance,                                                      
a local animal rescue organization. 

The Meadowbrook Public   

Library is a collection point 

for items needed for the 

BackPack Program.  Bring 

your donations of the follow-

ing items to the library    

during June & July:  Pop-

tops,  ravioli, applesauce, 

peanut butter, plastic bottles 

of jelly, cereal, 100% Juice 

boxes, canned tuna/chicken, 

mac & cheese, Ramen    

noodles, canned fruit, grano-

la bars or cereal bars. We will 

also be collecting school 

supplies for the children. 

Blacksburg News 

Our first “Living Li-

brary” at the Blacks-

burg Library was a 

huge success! Work-

ing with Ask Big 

Questions (ABQ) of 

Virginia Tech, the 

library had accom-

plished a Living Li-

brary event for adults on VT campus during which 

people checked out living books, individuals with a 

story to tell, for a segment of time. ABQ and the li-

brary decided to join forces to bring a version of the 

event to the Blacksburg Library as a youth program. 

We called it Choose Your Adventure and offered a 

variety of people from within the community, includ-

ing VT campus departments and representatives, an 

opportunity to share their interesting careers or 

hobbies with children in an engaging way!  

Participants included a police officer, a fireman, an 

entomologist, a veterinarian, an artist, a deejay, an 

author, an alpaca farm owner and many more!  

Over two-hundred people participated by visiting 

the various booths and enjoying a hands-on activity 

with that living book! We’re looking forward to plan-

ning another Living Library in 2017, and this one will 

likely be a historical cel-

ebration of well-known 

individuals from the 

past or perhaps book 

characters brought to 

life from popular 

books! Stay tuned and 

come check out our 

next Living Library! 



Here Are the Gardens YOU Can Tour on July 9th! 

Lauraine and Robert Broadwater, 311 Cherokee Drive 
The cheerful spirit of this garden results from a sense of play, in-
ventive craftsmanship, and love of plants, all suggested by a wooden 
sign that whimsically announces “Two Acre Wood.” Part mini-park, 
part lawn-and-garden, the sloping lot features front terraces with 
lovely flowering trees. In back the whimsy continues through the low 
deck built around a red maple tree and an enclosed patio housing a 
working train set, alongside another maple from Lauraine’s father. 
Centered by a wooden bridge over a pond, the terraced garden com-
bines stone walls and paths with handcrafted pieces, including light-
houses, a tire horse, and Robert’s Dog House. Lilacs and peonies 
blend with native rocks, and a large corkscrew willow from Robert’s 
mother presides over this happy combination—created from bare 
earth by 27 years of imagination and work. 
 
Jo and Ed Bunce, 507 Skyview Drive 
This graceful garden uses the angles and curves of its backdrop as 
the canvas for an impressive variety of trees, shrubs, and plants. A 
stately American holly presides over the front garden, with a weeping 
redbud, variegated boxwood, weeping persimmon, and Hinoki cy-
press in supporting roles. In the back, the ell of the house focuses on 
a mature crabapple whose sculptural branches shade a large bed 
that includes hostas, hellebores, ferns, toad lilies, brunnera, and 
Solomon’s seal. Elsewhere, perennials such as penstemon, laven-
der, balloon flower, yarrow, and beebalm flourish, sequenced after 
spring daffodils. A trumpet vine arches over a bench, and a weeping 
pussy willow is tucked into a side corner. Combining the best fea-
tures of an old garden with exciting new materials has created this 
interesting, inviting corner landscape. 
 
Rosemary and Steve Cole, 1101 Golfview Drive 
A cul-de-sac location forms the perfect fans shape for the Coles’ lot 
and garden, where terraces both echo and tame the natural hillside. 
Attractive front landscaping, including orderly boxwood, yields in the 
back to a glorious mix of gardens on the stone terraces encircling the 
back patio, deck, and porch. Thoughtfully-placed steps and pavers 
link the sun scallop, shade scallop, square foot garden, blue garden, 
barnyard garden, and small vegetable garden. There’s an explosion 
of harmonious color from bulbs, annuals, perennials, shrubs, vines, 
and small trees. Deep red roses, fragrant white peonies, multicolored 
daylilies, multiple container plants—these and many more invite peo-
ple, butterflies, and bees to savor the experience of this beautifully-
tended spot. A Slinky on the pole supporting a feeder deters squir-
rels, but garden-friendly birds are welcome. 
 
Catherine Fae and Richard Hammer, 
409 Algonquin Court 
The word “eclectic” understates this garden, where Asian elements 
mingle with fairy houses from white pine stumps, piano art, glass 
flowers, production gardens in raised beds, and even a Little Free 
Library. The owners are “committed to using recycled/upcycled/free 
materials whenever possible,” and their hard work and ingenuity 
have transformed a seriously overgrown lot into a delightful riot of 
paths, retaining walls, trees and shrubs, fences, screens, koi pond, 
hot tub, and blacksmith kiln. As resident artist and blacksmith, Rich-
ard has fabricated most of the garden’s art and structures. A hydran-

gea vine climbs happily up a piano sounding board mounted vertical-
ly, a Harry Lauder’s walking stick sports gnarly contortions, and a 
smoke tree shelters such plants as tree peonies and bear’s breech-
es. Overall, the sound of wind chimes pulls these elements together.   
 
Glade Road Growing, Jason Pall and Sally Walker, 
2351 Glade Road 
As part of the locavore movement, Glade Road Growing offers a 
prime example of the farm division of farm-to-table. On these four 
acres are vegetables aplenty, as well as chickens, ducks, turkeys, 
and pigs. Hoop houses initially shelter young plants such as lettuce, 
kale, numerous kinds of peppers, and heirloom tomatoes. Later, lush 
outdoor rows of veggies, including radishes, eggplant, elephant gar-
lic, bok choy, many varieties of squash, beets, and rainbow chard 
grow, with the aid of considerable TLC. The owners believe in 
“building and maintaining soil health, biodiversity, and community 
involvement (read: fun).” Their products are widely available as farm 
share options, at local markets, and in delectable dishes at local 
restaurants. Come see where “the women are strong, the men are 
good looking, and all the vegetables are above average.” 
 
Mary Ellen and Harry Hunt, 1907 Bishop Road 
Beside the uphill drive to the Hunts’ Hi Vue is a sizable koi pond 
whose exuberant center fountain hints at some special features to 
come. At the crest of their hill sits the house, with its panoramic 
views of the New River Valley and gardens that change thoughtfully 
with the seasons. Spring welcomes a variety of daffodils, hyacinths, 
and crocuses. The raised beds of summer include new varieties of 
hydrangeas, buddleia, and Bloom-a-Thon azaleas, as well as more 
than 25 varieties of perennials. Several nearby terraces overlooking 
a waterfall cascading into an infinity pool create perfect spots for 
viewing these plants. In the fall, ornamental grasses enhance the 
striking fall foliage of magnificent oaks and other hardwoods, while 
towering evergreens and crape myrtle bark provide winter color. This 
garden celebrates all seasons. 
 
Debbie and Joey Showalter, 900 Draper Road  
Enclosed by a handsome black rod iron fence and a weathered brick 
wall, this Georgian home offers a perfect foil for the town garden 
tucked away within its corner lot. Symmetrical beds including box-
wood frame the front entrance, a mature holly guards one side, and a 
sort of secret garden adjoins the twin wings of the back. Sheltered by 
these wings, a brick patio narrows through a wisteria arbor, then 
opens out into a grassy area whose deep border contributes height, 
color, and texture. Height comes from a southern magnolia, a star 
magnolia, redbud, and crape myrtle; color shines from peonies, vari-
ous hydrangeas, and numerous annuals; and texture arises from 
various pots and plantings. Here classic features and materials com-
bine with updated selections to provide a lovely oasis within a historic 
neighborhood.  

The day of the tour: Visit the Master Gardener Plant 
Clinic at Glade Road Growing.  Ask questions about  
lawns, landscaping, and pest control; pick up a soil test 
kit with instructions; or choose from a large selection of 
free flower and vegetable seeds. 



Ellen Hall, Montgomery President Lynn Brammer, Co-Hospitality Linda Spivey, Staff Liaison 

Currently Vacant, Vice President Phyllis Eschenmann, Co-Hospitality Ruth Heinzelmann, Book Sales 

Susan Keith, Secretary Jo Brown, Co-Garden Tour Janice Litschert, Book Sales 

Sam Hicks, Treasurer Mary Ann Cole, Co-Garden Tour Beth Cross, Book Sales 

Kit Haggard, Floyd President Sue Hossack, Web Administrator Mary North, Book Sales 

Ellen Hall, Membership Jeanette Staats, Newsletter Editor Linda Powers, Books Sales 

Friends of the Library are deeply   
appreciative of the following       
businesses for their significant      
support of library programs and 
events in 2016.  Businesses in bold 
have contributed $200 or more as 
named sponsors of the Summer 
Reading Program or the Garden 
Tour. 

Anonymous 

Blacksburg Eye Associates 

Brown Insurance 

Collision Plus 

Crow’s Nest 

Eats Natural Foods 

Heavener Hardware 

Kopy Korner 

Main Street Inn 

McMillion and McMillion 

Mill Mountain Coffee and Tea 

National Bank 

The Adventure Club 

The Oaks Victorian Inn 

Original Frameworks 

Rainbow Riders 

Rorrer Well Drilling 

Warm Hearth 

Friends of the Library are deeply 
appreciative of the following 
members for their additional gifts 
in 2016. 

 
$10 - $49 

Karen Callahan 
Elizabeth Calvera 
Margaret Crate 
Dorothy Domermuth 
Herman and Ruth Doswald 
Susan and Bill Duggins 
Karen Greider 
Alan and Gloria Heath 
Rochelle and Lee Johnson 
Julia Lewis 
Pat Marlowe 
Harold McNair 
Elizabeth Obenshain 
Patricia Polentz 
Mary Powe 
Cecelia Powell 
Elizabeth and Steve Reisinger 
Linda Sanford 
Edie Schumacher 
Natalie Siegel 
Marilyn Spencer 
Elissa Steeves 
Donna Worley 
Joan Zajac 
Mary Jane Zody 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$50 – $99 
 
Marilyn Bowman 
Judith Clarke 
Ida Comparin 
Pauletta Copenheaver 
Don Creamer 
Gerald and Beth Cross 
Frances Frederick  
David and Elaine Harkinson 
Sam and Ruthann Hicks 
Mary Houska 
Virginia Jedda 
Lucinda Jennings 
Janice Litschert 
Kristine Lowry 
Evelyn Melia 
Marjorie Modlin 
Mary North 
Don and Carolyn Rude 
Jonathan and Barbara Ryder 
Neil Shumsky 
Carla Slebodnick 
Jan Spahr 
James Sullivan 
 

$100 and over 

Susan Anderson 
Jean Galloway 
Rick Claus and Ann Goette 
Michelle Klopfer 
Mary Elizabeth Lindon 
Joseph and Catherine Merola 
Ed, Missy and Hollace Oakes 
Rebecca and Edward Sears 
Barbara and Michael Williams 
Spencer Winfrey 

MANY THANKS 
to our Business Supporters & Members for their Exceptional Generosity 

2016 Friends of the Library Board Members 
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This summer we are joining the adult coloring book craze with the theme COLOR YOUR SUMMER.  

Come to your library and receive a bookmark to color and a stackable crayon when you join the Adult 

Summer Reading Program. Take home a reading log to record the books you’ve read, and fill out a slip 

for each book you read to enter a drawing for an adult coloring book.   

The adult’s book is The Forgotten Room by Karen White. You will receive two drawing slips when you 

read this book. 

Some of our adult summer programs include the art of making books with Becca Imbur and making 

bath bombs and scrubs with Mickie Lawhorne of Blue Rose Spa. Pick up an adult program brochure to 

check out other adult programs.  

Many thanks to the Friends of the Library for funding our summer programs! 

Happy Reading! 

Adult Summer Reading Program May 31 - July 31 


